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Governors Commitment 

Governors at Hague are committed to promoting environmentally sustainable forms of transport 

and healthy initiatives which encourage pupils, parents and staff to walk, cycle and use public 

transport when travelling to and from school whenever possible.   

 

Hague School Travel Plan  

The School Travel Plan(STP) explains how we will be encouraging a more positive mindset for all 

about ‘active travel’ to school so that sustainable travel options are a preferred choice over 

unnecessary school run car journeys. For pupils who are unable to travel to school actively, we 

recommend a combination of public transport, car-share and walking. 

 School makes use of free and subsidised local public transport and walking for all off site 

learning opportunities. All travel plans are risk assessed and age appropriate. 

 We let all new pupils and their parents/carers know that we promote healthy and sustainable 

travel to school before the child starts at our school.  

 

Policy Context 

 Tower Hamlets Council is committed to sustainable travel. Their Sustainable Modes of Travel 

Strategy  (SMOTS) encourages residents to move away from the car to public transport and 

for shorter journeys cycling or walking wherever possible.  Schools are part of this strategy. 

The government has stated that every authority in the country should have a SMOTS. This 

means discouraging use of the car for environmental reasons, reducing conjestion and 

saving money on parking and fuel. Using Oyster, London has one of the biggest public 

transport networks in the  world. Children under 11 can travel free on the busses and 

underground.  Children living within 1-2 km of the school can easily walk to school or use 

public transport and walk.  

 The council expects schools and Governors to have a School Travel Plan identifying key 

issues to support the LA policy to reduce car use on the school run and remove barriers to 

sustainable school travel.    

 School travel data is collected annually By STARS  to evaluate impact for reduction of car 

journeys and increased numbers for walking or using public transport.  



 

 
Reasons for Hague Travel Plan  
The main motivations for the travel plan are: 

1. Physical fitness levels and children’s capacity to walk or jog a sustained distance.  
2. Children’s enthusiasm to learn to ride bikes  
3. Parking issues during ‘school run’ at the start and end of day. 
4. Environmental concerns related to impact of air pollution on children’s health. 
5. Restricted access to site – No on-site parking facility. 

 

Monitoring 

The STP coordinator  will facilitate  discussions of the key issues relating to travel with pupils and 

staff to ensure  STP targets and initiatives are relevant and having impact. 

 The STP Co-ordinator will collate annual data requested by the LA about modes of travel to 
school. We use Transport for London STARS to update and monitor our school travel plan. 

 Senior Leadership observations about seasonal travel preferences and issues related to 

drivers and parking outside the school gates will be monitored for change or improvements.  

 

Travel Plan Co-ordinator 

If you have any ideas to improve things at or around the school for pedestrians and cyclists or 

questions about travelling to school, please get in touch with John Waters or School Travel Plan 

Coordinator or Kelly Hitchins regarding LA Transport for children attending the school’s deaf 

provision.  

 

Site Accessibility and Existing Travel Options 

Hague School is fortunate to be centrally located to 

frequent public transport services including: 

Bethnal Green  

 Underground – Central Line   (5mins) 

 Overground train into Liverpool Street. (2 mins) 

 

Bus routes include the No 8, 388, D6, and D3.  

Whitechapel  Station is approximately 10 minutes walk 

with access to the Overground as well as District and 

Metropolitan tube lines.  

A combination of walking or public transport is an ideal 

way to commute or visit the school as the school has no 

parking facilities on site.  

Delivery vehicles, contractors or visitors by car should use 

the parking bays and purchase a parking permit from the 

school office.   

Disability access is available on Finnis Street 

 

The Challenges for Promoting Active Travel 



Hague is an inner city school surrounded by busy main roads and narrow congested residential 

streets with limited parking options. There are no road safety zig-zag markings due to Finnis Street 

being a narrow road with residential parking. Wilmot Street is also a narrow road which drivers have 

to negotiate right of way due to parked cars on the west side of the street.  Pedestrian safety for 

families and the school is an important issue. 

 

Survey Feedback to inform STP Initiatives 
• Pupils and staff have indicated an increased interest in cycling to school. 
• Many parents want their children to learn to ride a bike, but express concerns particularly 

about cycling in the locality due to busy roads, road safety awareness and cycling skills.   
• Parking space is at a premium during ‘School Run’ times. 
• School Council and the E1 Pupil Parliament are particularly concerned about living in a zone 

with high air pollution in part caused by petrol and diesel cars and busses. 
 
 

School Aims and Targets 
2019-2020 

Initiatives Lead Personnel  Impact/ change in 
behaviour or data 

1. To reduce the 
number of ‘car 
users’ for the school 
run 

• Identify focus group 
-families who live  
within 1.km of 
school who could 
change school travel 
routines 

• Friday – Drop and 
Run the daily mile in 
playground. 

• Ensure parents 
aware of alternative 
easy public 
transport options 
 

STP Coordinator 
Headteacher –talk with 
parents about benefits 
of changing habits. 
 

Increase no of pupils 
who walk to school  
 
STARS data 
improvements 

2. Better parking 
behaviour by those 
on ‘School Run’  

Produce pamplets for 
drivers on their 
windscreens to change 
behaviours. No ‘idling’ 
Ensure drivers switch off 
their engines 
 
Safer parking behaviour 
 
Identify park and walk 
zones 

School council and 
Junior Road Travel 
Ambassadors 

Reduce levels of 
pollution on Finnis 
Street and Wilmot 
Street. 
Change habits of drivers 
– engines switched off 

3. Promote cycle and 
scooter road safety 
training  
 

Provide helmet storage 
by the bikes 
Promote borrow a bike 
and helmet 
 

 Increase number of 
pupils borrowing a 
school bike 

 
 

Measures already in place for cycling and the promotion of active travel to be maintained 

 Installed cycle storage which includes space for children’s scooters. (2016) 

 Shower facilities are available for staff commuting to work.  



 Junior Road Safety Officers Road  support safety assemblies and workshops, research 

evidence of parking concerns. 

 School ensures that children are given opportunities through Personal, Social, Health and 
Economic lessons (PSHE) to develop knowledge and skills for road safety as a pedestrian and 
cyclist. 

 Bike It, Cycle training and bike maintenance and police security marking 

STP Coordinator - organises Walk and Bike to School for Breakfast campaigns, provides a cycle 

loan system for families.  Books travel awareness planning and safety training for secondary 
transition 

School Council  -  Anti-Pollution Campaigns and banners against Parking Pollution in our local streets. 

To encourage pupils to cycle or scoot to school more often the school will:  

 Continue to actively promote cycling and scooting as a positive, enjoyable way of travelling  

 celebrate the achievements of those who cycle and scoot to school  

 Increase the number of opportunities to ensure children from Nursery to Year 6 have 
opportunities to learn to ride a bike safely in the playground with opportunities for 
supervised practice at breaktimes. 

 Allocate resources for high quality cycle training to all pupils in KS2 including road safety for 
those who are sufficiently competent. 

 
Some of the benefits of active travel are:  

 improving both mental and physical health through physical activity  

 establishing positive active travel behaviour  

 promoting independence and improving safety awareness  

 reducing congestion, noise and pollution in the community  

 reducing the environmental impact of the journey to school.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Safer Cycling Recommendations for Families 
 
To make cycling and scooting to and from school a positive experience for everybody concerned, we 
expect our pupils to:  

 ride sensibly and safely and to follow the Highway Code  

 check that their bicycle or scooter is roadworthy and regularly maintained. (If in doubt consult a 
cycle mechanic.) 

 behave in a manner which shows them and the school in the best possible light and to consider the 
needs of others when cycling or scooting (This includes safe cycling in the playground or getting off 
the bike when the playground is busy.) 

 consider wearing a cycle helmet  

 ensure they can be seen by other road users, by using lights and wearing high-visibility clothing, as 
appropriate.  

 
For the wellbeing of our pupils, we expect parents and carers to:  

 encourage their child to walk, cycle or scoot to school whenever possible  

 encourage their child to take up opportunities to develop their competence and confidence in 
cycling or scooting  

 consider cycling or scooting with their child on the school run, possibly joining with other families 
as a ‘cycle train’  

 provide their child with equipment such as high-visibility clothing, lights, a lock and cycle helmet as 
appropriate  

 ensure that the bicycles and scooters ridden to school are roadworthy and regularly maintained.  
 
Please note that:  

 the decision as to whether a child is competent to cycle, scoot or walk safely to and from school 
rests with the parent(s)/carer(s). The school has no liability for any consequences of that 
decision  

 this policy covers the journey to and from school where the school has no responsibility or liability.  

 When walking, scooting and cycling activities are being led by the school there may additional rules 
and guidance concerning equipment such as use of helmets, high visibility clothing, etc  

 parents are advised to consider appropriate insurance cover (check home insurance) as the school 
is not liable for, and its insurance does not cover, any loss or damage to bicycles and scooters being 
used on the way to or from school.  

 

 

 



 

Targets and Recommendations for Drivers on ‘The School Run’ 
Drivers please think! 
 

• If you live within 1km of school, consider would it be better for you and your children to have some 
daily exercise and walk to school on some days? 

• Could you, ‘Drop-off at 8:30am on a Friday and join the playground run with our Sports Coach and 
friends?’ 

• How many times each term you could drive part of the way, then park and walk or scoot? 

 How can you help keep our local air clean free from pollution, and our streets free from congestion? 
 
We understand that sometimes there is no alternative to driving to school 
We expect drivers to: 

 Find a safe space to park in a parking bay, away from school gates, school railings and the corner of 
Finnis Street between the park and the school.  

 Make sure there are safe spaces for pupils, parents and baby buggies to see oncoming traffic for 
them to cross safely. 

 Get your children out of the car safely – do not ‘stop and drop’ in the middle of the road. This is 
dangerous and may cause accidents. 

 Always be courteous and considerate of other road users and pedestrians also on ‘the school run.’ 
Do not get into unnecessary conflict with other road users.  

 
We recognise that our school site presents parking difficulties due to the number of parents wanting to 
park in the very limited places. 

 If you have to drive your child(ren) and stop in the near vicinity please do so legally, and safely and 
with respect for Hague pedestrians and our neighbours the local residents. 

 It is not acceptable to park or wait on double yellow lines or half on/off the pavement. Parking across 
residential driveways for any period of time is inconsiderate of our neighbours.  


